Reading List from Past Meetings
Freakonomics by Steven Levitt

Levitt uses economic tools to examine questions that don’t appear to have a thing to do with economics, such as the relationship between child development and parental influence or how the structure of crack gangs is similar to other businesses.

The World Is Flat by Thomas Friedman

The “New York Times” columnist illustrates how globalization has changed the world and what it means to individuals, companies, towns and cities, and government.

Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich

In her best-seller, Ehrenreich finds out what it’s like to make a living as a low-wage-employee in America, be it a waitress, hotel maid or nursing home aide.

Travels of a T-Shirt in a Global Economy by Pietra Rivoli

Using a simple t-shirt, Rivoli examines the politics, ethics, economics and history of business today and globalization.

Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracey Kidder

Kidder tells the story of how one person—Dr. Paul Farmer, an infectious disease specialist and anthropologist—is making a difference and overcoming what appear to be insurmountable obstacles in the world.

Banker to the Poor by Muhammad Yunus

Author Muhammad Yunus explains how his idea of micro-loans is revolutionizing developing economies in countries like Bangladesh by helping individual craftspeople and tenant farmers.

The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand

For over 50 years, Ayn Rand’s tale of Howard Roark and his fight to keep his architectural designs true to his vision has mesmerized audiences. Rand uses Roark’s story as a metaphor for her philosophy of Objectivism.
China, Inc. by Ted C. Fishman

Fishman looks at China’s growing dominance as an economic superpower and how it is changing the world economic order.

The Mystery of Capital by Hernando de Soto

Why do some countries succeed at capitalism while others fail? This is the question de Soto asks in his book. He writes that it has nothing to do with cultural differences but with the legal structure of property and property rights. 

Marriage and Caste in America by Kay S. Hymowitz

Marriage has been redefined in America over the last 30 years and according to Hymowitz, this new definition has played a pivotal role in the growing inequality and high rates of poverty among families, even during economic good times.
Barbarians at the Gate by Bryan Burrough and John Helyar

Burroughs and Helyar present a gripping account of the largest corporate takeover in American history—the $25 billion battle for control of RJR Nabisco.
The Two-Income Trap: Why Middle Class Parents Are Going Broke
by Elizabeth Warren and Amelia Warren Tyagi 

Why does today’s two-income family earn 75% more money than its single-income counterpart of a generation ago, but has 25% less discretionary income to cover living expenses?
A Whole New Mind: Why Right-Brainers Will Rule the Future by Daniel H. Pink
A former White House speech writer, Pink believes the future world belongs to a different kind of person with a different kind of mind: artists, inventors, storytellers—

creative and holistic “right-brain” thinkers whose abilities mark the fault line between who gets ahead and who doesn't. 

Born to Buy: the Commercialized Child by Juliet Schor
Drawing on her own survey research and unprecedented access to the advertising industry, New York Times bestselling author and leading cultural and economic authority Juliet Schor examines how a marketing effort of vast size, scope, and effectiveness has created "commercialized children."

Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster by Jim Krakauer

A childhood dream of someday ascending Mount Everest, a lifelong love of climbing, and an expense account all propelled writer Jon Krakauer to the top of the Himalayas. His powerful, cautionary tale of an adventure gone horribly wrong is a must-read. 

The Billionaire’s Vinegar—The Mystery of the World’s Most Expensive Bottle of Wine by Benjamin Wallace
Learn about economics while taking a wild ride through the world of wine collecting. In 1985, at a heated auction by Christie’s of London, a 1787 bottle of Château Lafite Bordeaux—one of a cache of bottles unearthed in a bricked-up Paris cellar and supposedly owned by Thomas Jefferson—went for $156,000. It was the most expensive bottle of wine ever sold. But was it too good to be true? 

Outliers: The Story of Succcess by Malcolm Gladwell
Gladwell takes readers on an intellectual journey through the world of "outliers"—the best and the brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks the question: what makes high-achievers different? His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, and too little attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, their family, their generation, and the idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. Along the way he explains the secrets of software billionaires, what it takes to be a great soccer player, why Asians are good at math, and what made the Beatles the greatest rock band. 

Start Up Nation—The Story of Israel’s Economic Miracle by Dan Senor and Saul Singer

The authors track Israel’s economic prowess using a number of factors . . . all of which foster a business climate in which risk is embraced and good ideas are given a chance to grow. They include case studies and interviews with some of Israel’s most brilliant innovators.

