An Interview with Sherry Cashwell
Parkway Summit Middle School, Columbia
Q. What made you join the SCCEE Econ Book Club?

A. Before I joined the book club, I was pretty rusty on my economic concepts. Teaching seventh grade social studies at Summit Parkway Middle School, I learned everything relates to economics. I love to read and when I received the invitation from SCCEE, I happily accepted. It was a great opportunity to brush up on my economic concepts in a fun and friendly way.

Q. What do you think of the book club?

A. I love the Econ Book Club! It’s allowed me to get a better understanding of economics through easy-to-read books that have real-world applications, which in turn is helping me to teach my students.

Q. How has the book club helped your teaching of economics?

A. I really enjoy incorporating concepts like economics into social studies. Historical events like the American Revolution are based around economic ideas such as capitalism and mercantilism. My students won’t be able to understand the event if they don’t understand the basis of economics, so they get a background in it before we move on to the historical aspects.
Q. How has the book club affected you outside the classroom?

A. I come from a unique background that has allowed me to apply economics to real-life experiences. I grew up in the 1960s in South Korea. That was when it was a third-world country. I left college and when I went back it was totally modern. I’ve learned through economic studies that some countries do not have the resources to expand like other countries and everything fits together in the world of supply and demand. It’s given me a better appreciation for other countries and cultures.

