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For Immediate Release



May 5, 2010
AT&T Awards grant to SC Council on Economic Education

to teach kids how to invest wisely
Henri Etta Baskins, Regional Director, External Affairs, AT&T Midlands, presented a check for $30,600 to SC Council on Economic Education President Helen Meyers in a ceremony at Lower Richland High School to support the Mayor’s Blue Chip Investors Program. 

The Mayor’s Blue Chip Investors Program is a spinoff of the popular statewide competition, the Stock Market Game, in which student teams invest a hypothetical $100,000 over ten weeks. Working in partnership with the SC Conference of Black Mayors, SCCEE developed the program to provide this learning experience for students living in rural communities. The Mayor’s Blue Chip Investors Program not only teaches students about the stock market but also gives them the knowledge to make wise, informed decisions about money management, and saving and budgeting. In addition, it nurtures the future generation of elected officials.

Local teams with the best portfolios win dinner with their mayors. Eastover Mayor Leroy Faber and eight other black mayors across the state are participating in this year’s competition. In addition to winning dinner, team members and their teacher receive $50 bills as incentives to open savings accounts.

Also present at the ceremony were Richland School District 1 Superintendent Percy Mack, SCCEE Board member Nikki Hutchison, and Lower Richland High teacher Jacqueline Jones. Jones coached several student teams in this year’s competition. 
Commenting on why AT&T decided to fund the program, Pamela L. Lackey, state president, AT&T South Carolina, said, “Investing in education is always a smart investment and we are proud to support initiatives such as the Mayor's Blue Chip Investor's Program.” 

“We are very grateful to AT&T for its generous donation and its support of our mission to educate all the state’s students in economic and financial literacy,” SCCEE President Helen Meyers responded.
Also commenting on the grant, Speaker of the SC House of Representatives Bobby Harrell, added, “AT&T clearly sees the value in this incredibly innovative program. Congratulations to SCCEE for a job well done. Children’s futures will be brighter because of the work it is doing in conjunction with AT&T and the SC Conference of Black Mayors.”
The SC Council on Economic Education is a non-profit business-education partnership dedicated to providing teachers with the tools and resources needed to educate South Carolina’s students about financial literacy, economic principles, and the changing global economy. To learn more about SCCEE, go to www.sceconomics.org.
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Photo Cutline: (left to right) Lower Richland High School teacher Jacqueline Jones, Richland School District 1 Superintendent Percy Mack, SCCEE President Helen Meyers, SCCEE Board member Nikki Hutchison, Eastover Mayor Leroy Faber and AT&T representative Henri Etta Baskins.
