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Economics Educators Get Inside Look at Russia’s Education

System and Emerging Market Economy
A team of S.C. economics educators recently got a first-hand look at Russia’s post-Soviet economy and the country’s economic education system via a reciprocal study tour to St. Petersburg, Russia.

The S.C. delegation included Helen Meyers, president of the South Carolina Council on Economic Education (SCCEE); Dr. Gary Stone, Director of the Winthrop University Center for Economic Education; Dr. Jane Eason, social studies district consultant for Richland School District One; Amy Bartholomew, a seventh-grade social studies teacher at Springfield Middle School in York District Four; and Pat DuBois, a fourth-grade social studies teacher at Sedgefield Intermediate School in Berkeley School District.

They  joined other representatives from states across the country for the National Council on Economic Education’s (NCEE) Reciprocal Study Tour on Economic Education in Russia. 

The program conducts extensive training activities abroad while providing U.S. educators with increased knowledge and understanding of the global economy and economic education in other nations. A part of the NCEE’s Cooperative Education Exchange Program (CEEP), the program is funded by the U.S. Department of Education in coordination with the U.S. Department of State. 
During the twelve-day tour, the team visited economics “magnet” schools, observed classroom instruction, met with Russian teachers and administrators, and toured a Russian business. 
 “This study tour gave us an opportunity to share information with Russian educators about our free enterprise system and economics instruction in America and to learn more about how Russian educators are preparing students to function in an emerging market economy in their country,” said SCCEE president Meyers. 
From a teaching standpoint, Dr. Eason was most impressed by how engaged students were in learning and how valued education is. “We saw teachers in elementary, secondary, and post-secondary schools engaging students in the complex issues of economic literacy,” said Eason. “Students participated enthusiastically, they were respectful of the knowledge, and they appeared to understand that the lessons were important for their personal success. This study tour provided more valuable insights to share with our teachers and students than countless academic courses, newspaper articles, and media broadcasts. I gained a renewed appreciation of the crucial importance of education and an informed citizenry." 
Dr. Stone observed some interesting differences between Russian and American students. “Many more American high school students have jobs than do their Russian counterparts,” he said.  “A car is not a must-have item for Russian students the way it is for many American students.  The result is that Russian students appear to devote more hours to class work and studying than do American students.  The short-term benefit to American students from working at a job is much less than the long-term cost of not spending those hours working for higher grades and a stronger set of academic skills.”
Conducted by the National Council on Economic Education’s (NCEE) EconomicsInternational initiative, the reciprocal study tours provide the opportunity for U.S. educators to learn about emerging market economies, education reform, and economic education in transition economies and to better understand the achievements and challenges facing economic educators. The study tours begin with a pre-departure orientation in Washington, D.C., where the teams attend briefings on NCEE’s history and goals as well as the culture and educational system of the host nation. 
###

About South Carolina Council on Economic Education

The South Carolina Council on Economic Education (SCCEE) is a non-profit business-education partnership dedicated to providing teachers with continuing education and resources in economics and personal finance. Established in 1975, the Council’s mission is to ensure that all South Carolina students leave high school with a sound foundation in economic principles, an understanding of our economy and how it works, and a strong appreciation for the American free enterprise system. The Council’s primary focus is on training teachers to help students develop economic ways of thinking and problem-solving that they can use in their lives as consumers, investors, and effective participants in the global economy. In 2005 more than 1,500 K-12 teachers participated in the Council’s in-service training programs, and 6,000 students participated in the Merrill Lynch South Carolina Stock Market GameTM.
About the National Council on Economic Education (NCEE)

The National Council on Economic Education (NCEE) is a nationwide network that leads in promoting economic literacy with students and their teachers. NCEE's mission is to help students develop the real-life skills they need to succeed: to be able to think and choose responsibly as consumers, savers, investors, citizens, members of the workforce, and effective participants in a global economy. NCEE’s Cooperative Education Exchange Program supports reform in economic and civic education by helping international partners undergoing the transition to a market economy promote economic literacy through training, materials development and translation, exchanges, and organizational development. The program brings together U.S. economic educators with their counterparts from central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet states.

